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BarnManager Horse Health Series: Proper Hoof Care
Proper hoof health can be difficult to achieve at any time of year, especially
during the months with higher temperatures and humidity. A solid, healthy
hoof is even more difficult to attain in a warmer climate due to an increase in
moisture in the environment. Dr. Stephen O’Grady of Palm Beach Equine
Clinic in Wellington, FL, explains how moisture contributes to a weaker hoof
infrastructure and offers steps owners and managers can take to help keep
moisture away and strengthen horses’ hooves.

We tend to use more water to keep horses cool when the temperatures are
high, both at competitions and at home. In many areas of the country, the
humidity levels also increase during this time of year, adding moisture to the
air and preventing hooves from drying as quickly. What happens to a hoof
with excess water is similar to what would happen to a wooden plank that’s
placed in a water trough: it becomes waterlogged, then softens and
becomes weaker as a result.

It is best to tackle issues that accompany moisture by going straight to the
source and minimizing the amount of water that comes in contact with the
hooves. This can be accomplished in several ways:

1. Give your horse fewer baths
Cutting down on how many times per day a horse is hosed can be difficult
with competition horses that need to stay clean and that may be exercised,
ridden, or shown several times per day. Still, it is important to be strategic
about using water, especially on the legs. At home, try to occasionally let
your horse air dry in front of the fan if a bath isn’t entirely necessary. Body
clipping will help your horse’s heat tolerance this time of year and you may
not have to use the hose after every ride.

2. Avoid standing water
If you must bathe, be sure the horse isn’t standing in excess water that rises
over the hoof capsule. Try to shower off the horse in a dry area so the
surface underneath the horse does not contribute to the moisture level. After
being bathed, move the horse to a dry surface so their hooves can
thoroughly dry.

Continue Reading

Take Your Business to the Next Level With
BarnManager Pro

BarnManager Pro is available now and offers new advanced features to
help your business succeed.

Learn about some of BarnManager Pro’s new tools and how to use them
with these tutorials.

How To Create a New Invoice How To Create Recurring
Invoices

Watch More BarnManager Tutorials Here

Learn More About BarnManager Pro

BarnManager Pro features the tools that a professional barn needs to run a
business and get paid.

Speed up time to create and review your invoices with user-friendly
invoice templates, clones, and automations
Get paid safely, securely, affordably, and quickly through Stripe
Connect
Learn about your revenue and what types of products and services
are generating the most income for your business
Seamlessly integrate your invoicing and payment details into
Quickbooks for more complex accounting

Sign Up for BarnManager Today

TIP OF THE MONTH

Only brush or pick through a horse’s tail when it is completely dry with a
detangler in it. Brushing a wet tail can lead to breakage. 

See More Tips

Sport Horse Podcast

Join BarnManager's Nicole Lakin and Dr. Tim Worden as they chat with
leading equestrians and researchers to explore the fascinating science
behind cutting-edge training and management techniques for sport horses.
On this podcast, guests discuss recent research on topics relevant to
ensuring sport horses achieve their best while staying healthy. 

Listen Here

Don't Forget to Save!

BarnManager is part of the MemberPerks program with US Equestrian,
providing an exclusive offer available to all US Equestrian members and
employees.

Sign up at BarnManager.com using your active US Equestrian member ID,
or enter your member ID in your payment settings for existing accounts to
receive your discount. Download the mobile app for iOS or Android to get
started today.

Get 15% Off Your BarnManager Subscription

Want more daily news, tips, and motivation from BarnManager?
Follow us on social!

www.BarnManager.com

BarnManager is a cloud-based software solution that provides horse owners and
managers with the tools they need to streamline and simplify their daily management
responsibilities. The program offers digitized record keeping for the many facets of

horse care and has developed intuitive and simple business tools to make small
business management accessible and easy.
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